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Suspended
sentence
❚ WEST CORK: A young
Lithuanian man living in
west Cork, who spent two
nights in jail because of his
refusal to sign a bail bond,
was released yesterday
and given a suspended
two-month prison
sentence.
Judge Aingil Ní

Chondúin imposed the
sentence on Ramunas
Skipinaus, 23, from The
Bungalow, Chapel Lane,
Skibbereen, on a charge of
engaging in threatening,
abusive or insulting words
or behaviour to such an
extent that it could have
resulted in a breach of the
peace at Skibbereen in the
early hours of Monday
last.

Kinsale gears
up for car rally
❚ KINSALE: Up to 120 cars
are expected to take part in
the three-day Kinsale
Vintage and Classic Motor
Club May Rally.
The event will be

launched next Wednesday
at 5.30pm in the Blue
Haven Hotel, Kinsale.
The rally is scheduled to

take place from May 8-11.
Further information is

available from chairman
Cathal O’Shea 086-2486496
or secretary Ann O’Regan
087-6822853.

Man on 15k
cocaine charge
❚ CORK: Gardaí arrested a
man yesterday and
charged him with having
15,000 worth of cocaine
for sale or supply in Cork
city.
Detective Garda Gerard

Murphy arrested Paul
O’Callaghan, 24, of 51
Grangewood Court,
Grange, Cork, and charged
him with having the illegal
drug at his home on July
18 last year.
There was no state

objection to the accused
being remanded on bail.
Judge Aingil Ní

Chondúin adjourned the
case until May 15.

Extra parking
❚ KILLARNEY: Plans to
provide two extra car parks
in Killarney this year, are
progressing, according to
the local town council.
The car parks, in the

Monsignor O’Flaherty
Road and New Road areas,
will provide more than 220
spaces and the first is
expected to be open by
July.
The town council is also

examining the possibility
of providing a multi-storey
car park in Killarney.

Kerry firm to
create 50 jobs
❚ KERRY: A Killarney
engineering firm is set to
create up to 50 jobs
following the invention of
a machine for making
wood pellets. Kerry
Biomass has launched the
machine to around 50
international customers.
Existing pelleting

machines have generally
been adapted from
technology used in the
production of animal feed,
but were not specifically
designed for pelleting
wood.
Kerry Biomass is a

subsidiary of Kerry Die
Products, which has been
in operation for over 30
years.

Fears cutbacks will see plans for railway station shelved
by Seán McCárthaigh

FEARS have been voiced that
plans for the opening of a new
railway station near Blackpool in
Cork city may be shelved indefi-
nitely due to Government cut-
backs announced in the budget.
It comes as Transport Minister

Noel Dempsey confirmed earlier
this week that the 5 million
project to re-open the former
station at Kilbarry will not now
proceed as planned this year.

The new station is located near
Dublin Hill at the north exit of
the railway tunnel on the main
Cork-Dublin line.
Mr Dempsey said the decision

was based on the fact that a devel-
opment adjacent to another pro-
posed station at Blarney had not
yet commenced. The new station
at Blarney is linked to the devel-
opment of a major new town
centre in the north city suburb,
including the construction of
around 1,500 new homes.

A spokesperson for Mr
Dempsey said funding for Kilbar-
ry was being postponed on the
basis that Iarnród Éireann wished
that both stations would be
built in a similar time frame for
operational reasons.
“Development around the pro-

posed Blarney station has been
slower than expected, however,
and the commencement of devel-
opment of that station has been
pushed back. As a result, Iarnród
Éireann has deferred the

development of Kilbarry until
2010,” said the spokesperson.
Local Fine Gael TD Bernard

Allen said the lack of develop-
ment at Blarney was no basis to
defer plans for the re-opening of
the station at Kilbarry.
“It’s a fig leaf being used to try

and justify a breach of an election
promise made by the Govern-
ment about improving commuter
rail services,” said Mr Allen.
Kilbarry was scheduled to open

at the end of 2009 as part of an

extension of services on the Cork
Suburban Rail Network which
will include the re-opening of the
station at Midleton in June.
Mr Allen said there had been

significant development in the
Kilbarry and Blackpool area over
the past few years to justify the
re-opening of the station.
However, Mr Allen expressed

concern that the station’s opening
could be delayed for many years.
Fianna Fáil TD Noel O’Flynn

said it was disappointing that the

opening of Kilbarry station
would not go ahead this year, but
stressed that it was understandable
in view of the general economic
situation.
Mr O’Flynn said he would not

like to see the project being axed
entirely.
A spokesperson for Iarnród

Éireann said the company was
awaiting further details of its
revised funding before it could
indicate a new time-scale for the
opening of Kilbarry station.

Irish Examiner editor Tim Vaughan, right, with Rose of Tralee Aoife Kelly and International Rose of Tralee festival managing director Anthony O’Gara at
the offices of the Irish Examiner, Lapp’s Quay, Cork, where it was announced that the Irish Examiner is the new media sponsor of the Rose of Tralee
Festival. Picture: Dan Linehan

50 Roses to do battle in anniversary year
by Sean O’Riordan

THE 50th anniversary of the Rose
of Tralee International Festival is
expected to be the biggest and
best to date with more beautiful
contestants than ever before.
Normally, 30 contestants take
part but, according to festival
director Anthony O’Gara, this
year there will be 50 entrants to
celebrate the number of years the
contest has been running.
Many will come from new
centres, including Newfoundland,
Jersey, Arizona and Germany.
Former winners of the competi-
tion — which was watched by
over one million RTÉ viewers last

year — are also being invited to
this year’s extravaganza which will
take place from August 21-26.
“So far, 40 of them have
confirmed they will attend. We
are also inviting former hosts of
the show, including Terry Wogan,
Derek Davis and Gay Byrne,”
John Drummey the festival
communications manager, said.
Mr O’Gara welcomed the fact
that the Irish Examiner has come
onboard this year as media
partner.
“We’re delighted to have the
Irish Examiner with us on our
50th year. They were with us
before and it’s lovely to have them
back,” Mr O’Gara said.

Mairead Maher, Irish Examiner
head of marketing, said: “Our
partnership with the hugely
successful Rose of Tralee festival
is a very natural collaboration for
the newspaper. It is a much loved
festival which has proved its popu-
larity by standing the test of time.
“We are especially delighted to
be media partners this year as the
festival celebrates its 50th anniver-
sary. This is an incredible achieve-
ment for any festival and we are
very proud to be associated with
such success.”
More than 1,200 contestants
will take part in heats at 73 differ-
ent centres around the world for
the chance to represent their city,

county, state or country in this
year’s final.
To put it in perspective, the first
Rose of Tralee was chosen from
just six centres and all the
contestants had to have Tralee
connections.
The current Rose of Tralee,
Aoife Kelly, will be in Tralee for
the event, but she’ll have her own
special escort with her.
The 24-year-old from Portroe,
Co Tipperary is getting
married next October to South
African Leon De Klerk.
“I met him on a bunjy jump in
South Africa two years ago. He’s a
dream,” the occupational therapist
said.

Council to
offer homes
for sale at
just 115k

by Sean O’Riordan

IT could well be the proper-
ty sale of the century.
House prices have

plummeted, but could you
imagine getting the keys to
a new four-bedroom home
for as little as 115,000?
The dream is about to be-

come reality thanks to Cork
County Council which is to
run a pilot scheme with 40
new homes up for grabs.
Marion Salter, senior

executive officer in the
council’s Western Division,
said the homes would
be available at Ise Alainn,
Coronea, Skibbereen.
Ms Salter said all existing

council tenants in west Cork
and in the town council
areas of Skibbereen and
Clonakilty would be eligible
to apply.
“That would total around

1,000 people,” she said.
In addition, all approved

applicants for shared owner-
ship schemes and affordable
housing could also be
eligible, providing they were
in a position to pay back a
mortgage.
That would include

another 800 people.
“It’s a brilliant idea be-

cause it will free up more of
our houses for rental.
“We will be writing to all

those who are potentially
eligible within the next
week.
“We then intend to hold

an information day. We
hope that people will be in
these house before the end

of the year,” the senior
council official said.
The 40 houses are a

mixture of two, three and
four-bedrooms, and they
were built by Cluid on
behalf of Cork County
Council.
Cllr John Collins of Fine

Gael said applicants would
have to pay a percentage of
the cost price, depending on
their income. “On average
it would be 50%, but it
depends on their financial
means.”
A person who pays 40%

of the cost would gain own-
ership of the house after 30
years. If they pay 50% they’ll
get it after 25 years, and 60%
would entitle them to it
after just 20 years.
Ms Salter said the average

price of a four-bedroom
house in Skibbereen was
approximately 300,000.
Under the discount

scheme one and two-bed-
room houses could be
purchased for a song.
Mr Collins said west

Cork’s experience of the
Shared Ownership scheme
was a disaster because of the
cost to the purchaser.
“In that scheme they

bought a percentage of the
house, which meant they
deferred the payment on the
remainder. But the major
catch was that while they
waited to afford this balance
they paid rent on it to the
local authority. We in west
Cork had little or no take
up on that scheme,” the
councillor said.

Doctors’ protests see HSE
sanction two extra posts

VEC confident girls will
be able to enrol in school

Ted Owens: Expects school
to reopen as mixed gender.

by Gordon Deegan

DOCTORS’ protests in the
mid-west have resulted in
the HSE agreeing to fund
two additional doctors in
Ennis and Nenagh to
the out-of-hours doctors’
service, Shannondoc, in
response to the ending of
24-hour A&E at Ennis and
Nenagh general hospitals.
The HSE earlier this week

implemented the reconfigu-
ration of A&E services in
the mid-west by closing the
Clare and north Tipperary
A&E units between 8pm
and 8am.

As a result, patients have
been directed to Limerick’s
Regional Hospital.
Statistics provided by the

HSE state that four patients
from Clare were taken by
ambulance on the first night
of the reconfiguration.
Patients can be admitted

to Ennis and Nenagh
general hospital, at night-
time, through a GP referral.
But, on the first night,

there were no GP referrals
to Ennis and only one to
Nenagh General.
On Tuesday night,

three Clare patients were
admitted to Limerick and

none from north Tipperary.
In response to demands,

the HSE has agreed to fund
doctors to work in Ennis
and Nenagh in the
Shannondoc out-of-hours
service from 8pm to 2am for
a six week trial period.
Following a meeting with

the HSE on the implemen-
tation of the plan, the chair-
man of the Clare branch of
the Irish College of Practi-
tioners, Dr Michael Harty
said: “What is being imple-
mented with the closure of
24-hour A&E is unaccept-
able, but we have no choice
but to go along with it.”

by Niall Murray
Education
Correspondent

THE Department of Educa-
tion is still examining a
request to allow a Cork
all-boys vocational school to
enrol girls from next
September.
However, City of Cork

Vocational Education Com-
mittee (VEC) chief execu-
tive Ted Owens said he is
confident the go-ahead will
be given for Nagle Com-
munity College in Mahon
to open its gates as a mixed
gender school when it

reopens after the summer.
The VEC decided in late

February to seek redesigna-
tion as a co-educational
institution for the post-pri-
mary element of the college,
which already has female
students on its Post Leaving
Certificate (PLC) courses.
The decision followed re-

search in the local commu-
nity and with feeder schools
in the area on the viability
of allowing girls enrol.
College principal George

Roche had told VEC
members there were official
applications from six girls at
that stage and many more

families had expressed inter-
est if enrolment was an
option for their daughters.
The VEC approved the

move and applied in late
February for formal redesig-
nation of Nagle Community
College, on the condition
that girls could only enrol in
first year.
“The department is

looking at the application
and we expect a decision in
the short term, but I would
expect it will get the
go-ahead,” Mr Owens said.
The move was partly

prompted by the enrolment
of a girl in first year last

autumn, following her
mother’s successful appeal
against the school refusing
her a place. The department
ruled the school enrolment
policy did not state that only
boys could attend.


